DISASTER RELIEF FUND

M emorandum Note

On 1 December 1993 the Legidative Council established the Disaster Relief Fund by Resolution to provide a ready
mechanism for Hong Kong to respond swiftly to international appeals for humanitarian aid in relief of disasters that
occur outside Hong Kong. The Resolution provides that—
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the Financial Secretary is the administrator of the Fund and he may delegate his power of administration to
other public officers;

aDisaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the Chief Executive to advise the Financial
Secretary on disbursements from the Fund;

the Financial Secretary shall make a single grant of cash for each purpose advised by the Disaster Relief
Fund Advisory Committee;

the Financial Secretary shall obtain the consent of the Finance Committee for agrant in excess of $8 million;

the Finance Committee may amend the limit for which the Financial Secretary is required to obtain their
consent;
the Financia Secretary shall credit to the Fund—

(i) appropriations from the general revenue approved by the Legislative Council for the purpose of the
Fund;

(ii) donations received for the purpose of the Fund; and
(iii) other sums received for the purpose of the Fund including all moneys received as interest or dividends
earned on moneys invested for the Fund;

the Financial Secretary may expend moneys from the Fund for the purpose of disaster relief as may be
advised by the Disaster Relief Fund Advisory Committee;

the Director of Accounting Services shall, under the authority of a funds warrant issued by the Financial
Secretary, pay from the Fund such sums as may be required to meet expenditure from the Fund;

the Financial Secretary in his discretion may authorise the investment in the manner he may determine of any
unexpended balance held in the Fund at any time; and

the Financial Secretary shall not transfer any moneys from the Fund to the general revenue.

2 On 10 December 1993, the Finance Committee approved an appropriation of $50 million for the establishment of

the Fund.

3 Asat 31 March 1999, grantstotalling $177,045,000 had been made from the Fund since its establishment.

4 Grants totalling $24,950,000 have been made so far in 1999-2000. The contingency nature of the Fund will mean
variable calls on the Fund. No estimate of payment is made after 10 December 1999 and for 2000-01 as there is no
predictable pattern to disasters.

5 Receiptsfor 1999-2000 and 2000-01 are estimated at $34,600,000 and $21,196,000 respectively.
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Head 800—Disaster Relief

Relief programme for people suffering from starvation in the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea—grant to Cedar

FUND LIMITEA ....eveieeeeee ettt e e st

Relief programme for drought victimsin Mindanao, the

Philippines—grant to Oxfam Hong Kong.........c.ccceeveenenenne.

Relief programme for people suffering from a cholera
epidemic in Mozambique—grant to Medecins Sans

FrontiereSHONG KONQ ....c.eeeiiiiiiiisicreee e

Relief programme for displaced people in Sudan—grant to

World Vision HONG KONG.......coviiiiirinenieeee e

Relief programme for flood victimsin Jiangxi and Guangxi

Provinces, Mainland—grant to World Vision Hong Kong......

Relief programme for flood victims in Hunan and Guangxi

Provinces, Mainland—grant to Salvation Army ............cc......

Relief programme for flood victimsin Hunan, Sichuan and
Y unnan Provinces, Mainland—grant to Medecins Sans

FrontiereSHONG KONQ ....c.ovviieiiriieincers e

Relief programme for flood victims in Jiangxi, Hunan and
Hubei Provinces, Mainland—grant to Hong Kong Red

(O (01 ST

Relief programme for flood victims in Hubei and Jiangxi

Provinces, Mainland—grant to World Vision Hong Kong......

Relief programme for flood victims in Hubei, Hunan, Anhui,
Heilongjiang, Jilin Provinces and Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, Mainland—grant to Hong Kong

Committee for United Nations Children’s Fund......................

Relief programme for flood victimsin Shaanxi, Guangxi and

Y unnan Provinces, Mainland—grant to Oxfam Hong Kong ...

Relief programme for flood victimsin Hubei Province,

Mainland—qgrant to Medecins Sans Frontieres Hong Kong ....

Relief programme for flood victimsin Bangladesh—grant to

Oxfam HONG KONQ.....ccoiiiiririnieeie e

Relief programme for flood victimsin Hunan and
Heilongjiang Provinces, Mainland—qgrant to The

Association of Chinese Evangelical Ministry Limited.............

Relief programme for flood victims in Bangladesh—qrant to

Hong Kong REA CroSS.........ovviieeninienesiee s

Relief programme for people suffering from starvation in the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea—grant to World

ViSioN HONG KONG...cvoiiiiiiiiiee e

Relief programme for flood victims in Bangladesh—grant to

World Vision HONG KONG.......coviiiiriiriieneeeee e

Relief programme for hurricane victims in Nicaragua—grant

to Medecins Sans Frontieres Hong Kong ..........cceeeveeeeeneenene.

Relief programme for earthquake victimsin Y unnan and

Sichuan Provinces, Mainland—qgrant to Oxfam Hong Kong....
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(Payments)
Actua Revised
expenditure estimate Estimate
199899 1999-2000 200001
$ 000 $'000 $ 000
Head 800—Disaster Relief—Cont’d.
Relief programme for earthquake victimsin Y unnan Province,
Mainland—grant to World Vision Hong Kong .........cccceeveeee. 1,230 — —
Relief programme for hurricane victimsin Nicaragua and
Guatemala—grant to Oxfam Hong Kong.........cc.cceeererieeiieene 460 — —
Relief programme for flood victimsin Jiangxi and Anhui
Provinces, Mainland— grant to The Association of Chinese
Evangelical Ministry Limited..........ccoevevinniinninienecnenenens — 500 —
Relief programme for flood victimsin Hubei Province,
Mainland—grant to World Vision Hong Kong.........c.cceceeeeen. — 2,000 —
Relief programme for earthquake victims in Turkey—qgrant to
Hong Kong Committee for United Nations Children’s Fund .. — 2,500 —
Relief programme for earthquake victims in Turkey—qgrant to
Hong Kong RE CroSS.......covvveirierieenenieeeiesieesie e sie e — 1,800 —
Relief programme for typhoon and flood victimsin the
Philippines—grant to Medecins Sans Frontieres Hong Kong. — 1,210 —
Relief programme for flash flood victimsin Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, Mainland—grant to Medecins Sans
FrontiereSHONG KONG......coiiiiiiireeieee e — 890 —
Relief programme for earthquake victimsin Taiwan—qgrant to
SAIVELTON ATMY ...t — 2,500 —
Relief programme for earthquake victimsin Taiwan—qgrant to
World Vision HONG KONG .....coueeiiriinieieniereeiee e — 3,120 —
Relief programme for earthquake victimsin Taiwan—grant to
The Association of Chinese Evangelical Ministry Limited..... — 1,000 —
Relief programme for earthquake victimsin Taiwan—qgrant to
Hong Kong Red CrOSS........ccooiiieniinieneeieeesiese e — 2,000 —
Relief programme for East Timor refugees—grant to Oxfam
HONG KONG ...t — 1,000 —
Relief programme for flood victimsin Anhui Province,
Mainland—grant to World Vision Hong Kong...........cccceuee... — 2,500 —
Relief programme for refugees within East Timor and in West
Timor—grant to Medecins Sans Frontieres Hong Kong.......... — 900 —
Relief programme for flood victims in Bangladesh—grant to
Hong Kong Red CrOSS.......cccoeiiienieniereeieee e — 530 —
Relief programme for cyclone victimsin India—grant to
World Vision HONG KONG .....coueeiiriiniiencreeee e — 1,500 —
Relief programme for flood victimsin Vietham—grant to
World Vision HONG KONG .....coueiiiiinieienicreeiee e — 1,000 —
Head 800: tOtal .....ccovveeeereeeeeeiee e 38,070 24,950 —
Total (PAYMENTS) ..voeciiiriieeeire e 38,070 24,950 —
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(Receipts)

Revised
estimate Estimate
1999-2000 2000-01
$'000 $'000
INVESEMENT INCOMIE ..ottt ettt e e tee et e et e et e s ebeeenbesebeesnbesenseesabesenreesnres 3,600 2,196
Transfer from GENEral REVENUE ........c.evecueeeeieeeeee ettt ettt e naee e 31,000 19,000
IO L= R o=l o] £ SR 34,600 21,196
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M ovement of the Account

Actual ER;lr::tciz Estimate
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 | 1999-2000 | 2000-01
$m $m $m $m $m $m

OPENING BALANCE 20 8 19 10 19 29
Expenditure 49 20 38 38 25 —
Revenue 2 1 2 3 4 2
Surplug/(Deficit) before Transfer from GRA 47) (29) (36) (35) (21) 2
Transfer from GRA 35 30 27 44 31 19
Surplug/(Deficit) after Transfer from GRA (12) 11 ()] 9 10 21
CLOSING BALANCE 8 19 10 19 29 50

Expenditure Analysis

Actual ER;lr::tciz Estimate
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01
$m $m $m $m $m $m
Payments 49 20 38 38 25 —
Total Expenditure 49 20 38 38 25 —

Note: The contingency nature of the Disaster Relief Fund will mean variable calls on the Fund. The payment figure for 1999-2000 represents grants
actually made. No estimate of payment is made after 10 December 1999 and for 2000-01 as there is no predictable pattern to disasters.
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Revenue Analysis
Actual ERsilr:ztde Estimate
1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 | 1999-2000 | 2000-01
$m $m $m $m $m $m
Investment income 2 1 2 3 4 2
Total Revenue 2 1 2 3 4 2




