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2023 ECONOMIC INDICATORS
BT —F&EEE

Real GDP growth Q1-Q3 E=%F 2.8%
A EREEEN R

B=F 4.1%

Unemployment rate Aug — Oct )\ £+ H 2.9%

Underlying composite consumer Jan - Oct —&+ H 1.8%
price inflation

GREHTR Y EIEARR Oct 1A [

Except for unemployment rate, the above percentages represent year-on-year changes.
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* With the removal of anti-epidemic measures and the resumption of normal travel, the Hong Kong
economy has recovered since early 2023. Real GDP turned from a 3.5% fall in 2022 to 2.8% year-
on-year growth in the first three quarters of 2023, supported by inbound tourism and private
consumption.
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* The labour market continued to improve. The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate declined
from 3.5% in the fourth quarter 0f 2022 to 2.9% in August — October 2023.
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» Consumer price inflation stayed moderate in overall terms. The underlying composite consumer
price inflation rate averaged 1.8% for the first ten months of 2023.
HEVIEERERS LGN - BAGSHEYEBREE - E_=F8HEH 85
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THE HONG KONG ECONOMY CONTINUED TO REVIVE

IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 2023
EECBIE BT S S EERE
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Gross Domestic Product
(year-on-year rate of change in real terms)
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* The Hong Kong economy continued to revive in the third quarter of 2023. Real GDP grew by
4.1% year-on-year, having increased by 1.5% in the preceding quarter. On a seasonally adjusted
quarter-to-quarter comparison, real GDP increased by 0.1%.
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» Total exports of goods declined further by 8.6% year-on-year in real terms in the third quarter
amid weak external demand. However, exports of services expanded notably further by 23.9%.
Exports of travel services leapt almost nine-fold and recovered to 53% of the level in the same
quarter in 2018, thanks to the continued revival of visitor arrivals. Exports of transport services
rose further in tandem.
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* Domestically, consumption activities stayed strong in the third quarter, supported by rising
household income and the Government’s various support initiatives. Private consumption
expenditure rose further by 6.3% year-on-year in real terms, though the growth rate narrowed from
7.7% in the preceding quarter as the difficult global economic environment dampened consumer
sentiment. Overall investment expenditure rebounded sharply by 18.4% alongside further
€conomic recovery.
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LABOUR MARKET REMAINED TIGHT
55 T his#Ess 24t

Seasonally adjusted unemployment rate
(three months ending)
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* The labour market remained tight. The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate stood at a low
level of 2.9% in August — October.
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* The unemployment rates of the various major sectors stayed low in general in August — October,
with those of many major sectors recording falls as compared with the second quarter.
Employment income continued to attain decent growth.
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UNDERLYING CONSUMER PRICE INFLATION
STAYED MODERATE IN OVERALL TERMS
BEAOHBYEERERE L& R
Composite Consumer Price Index (CCPI)

(year-on-year rate of change)
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» Consumer price inflation stayed moderate in overall terms. The underlying Composite Consumer
Price Index (CCPI) rose by 1.7% year-on-year in October. Prices of meals out and takeaway food,
and clothing and footwear continued to increase visibly over a year earlier. Price pressures on
other major components remained broadly in check. The underlying CCPI rose by an average of
1.8% in the first ten months.
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FORECASTS FOR 2023
AS ANNOUNCED IN NOVEMBER 2023
S - = |5 /N S == (75 )

Real GDP growth 3.2%
At EREEEN R
Consumer price inflation
HEYEEIRER
Underlying EF:A 1.8%
Headline #%£G 2.2%

* Inbound tourism and private consumption will continue to underpin economic growth for the rest

of the year. As flights and other handling capacity continue to recover, more visitors could be
received. As regards private consumption, continued improvement in household income and
various activities that bolster the economy including the “Night Vibes Hong Kong” also provide
support. Yet, the external environment at large remains unfavourable. Factors including the
persisting geopolitical tensions, tight financial conditions and economic uncertainties would
continue to weigh on exports of goods, and investment and consumption sentiment.
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» Taking into account the actual outturn in the first three quarters of 2023 and the near-term outlook,
the Government’s latest real GDP growth forecast for 2023 as a whole is 3.2%.
FEI _E = =FNEERBF UGG IRTR - BUFE R = e AR SR Y
T /3.2% -

* Overall inflation would stay moderate in the near term. External price pressures are expected to
soften further. While domestic business cost might face some upward pressures as the economy
continues to revive, it should remain contained in the near term. The Government’s forecast rate
of underlying consumer price inflation for 2023 as a whole is 1.8%.
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ECONOMIC OUTLOOK IS SUBJECT TO
A HOST OF EXTERNAL AND DOMESTIC FACTORS
AOBEBIRRFZEINE RAEE R

Heightened geopolitical tensions

WEBUSRFEER

US interest rate level

SEEIFIZRKFE

Soft economic growth of the advanced economies
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Mainland’s continued economic recovery
RSB R B e &

Further revival of inbound tourism and local consumption
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Looking ahead, the global economy will continue to face relatively large uncertainties in 2024.

JEEERA > B TVUSERRERACE T I AR A HEE M

Heightened geopolitical tensions may have a negative impact on global economic growth,
financial market stability, commodity prices, as well as trade and investment flows.

WG BUGREAER - SRR R - SRITSIRE - B - DLEESHREERE
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With inflation in the major advanced economies staying elevated and the US government debt
continuing to rise, US interest rates are expected to stay at higher levels for longer. This will not
only dampen demand further, but will also undermine economic confidence around the world.

7% F B ORAGHY AR 28w = 0 ESEBBUFIY R RHE LT - FHET S BRI SRR 4
TR = K — BRI R ] - BB — P HIHIERK - E TR ISR E 0 -

The IMF forecast that US economic growth would slow from 2.1% in 2023 to 1.5% in 2024. For
the euro area, the IMF forecast that its economy would only register modest growth of 1.2% in
2024, though slightly faster than that of 0.7% in 2023. Facing a challenging and uncertain external
environment, Hong Kong’s exports of goods will inevitably remain under pressure.

[ PR S SRS R —E T =R HY2.1% 5088 £ PUFEAY1.5% © BOTE 5
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Strong economic fundamentals and various support measures should help the Mainland economy
sustain its recovery, benefitting different segments of the Hong Kong economy.

SRE AL B AN AT S THEUOR SRR B OB R e ek - BB BB FEm -

Inbound tourism and local consumption are expected to revive further.
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Expenditure
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TOTAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE GREW BY 292%
FROM 1997-98 TO 2023-24

—Aht/ ANEZET= ) T INERER RS EM292%

i?giﬁn [ capital works expenditure

g
900 EATRERE (+239%)
850 I~ 816.0 8105 R di
800 | 761.0 [l Recurrent expenditure
;88 I TERIH (+275%)
650 | [ Other expenditure
600 |
550 1 BB (+490%)
450 | (mainly including non-recurrent
400 expenditure)
350 (EEEE T L)
g’gg i 230 2389 2475 2331 2348
200 |y
150
100

50

(0}

1997-1999-2001-2003-2005-2007-2009-2011-2013-2015-2017-2018-2019- 2020-2021-2022-2023-
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» Total government expenditure per 2023-24 Estimates is $761 billion, representing a decrease of
$49.5 billion, or 6.1%, against 2022-23, mainly due to the decrease in non-recurrent expenditure
of $80 8 billion. It has grown | by 292% when compared with 1997-98 —

—E= IT_EIEEFE?E LB A8 B 2 Ry 7,610{80T > B FE S =R D
495 (5 75 (26.1%) » T 35 EEEG#%«“%F%%EE/UZ//' T 808{FIT - Bl—JLILE I
RELLE © H1292% -

2023-24 Estimate compared 2023-24 Estimate compared
with 2022-23 with 1997-98
CEC = NEETEE :7::/ TUFERETHE
L B S g Y- B/
Eb 2 Eb#s

Capital works -0.4% +239%

expenditure

B T2 2

Recurrent +3.8% +275%

expenditure

& H B 2

Non-recurrent -53.8% +520%

expenditure

IR &L H B =

Total government -6.1% +292%

expenditure

B4R L
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RECURRENT GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE GREW BY 35%
FROM 2018-19 TO 2022-23 REVISED ESTIMATE
(2023-24 ESTIMATE OVER 2022-23 REVISED ESTIMATE BY 3%)
BT\ /-NE_S-_ /- EEEIEERAEE X 8 N35%
o oer TETC / CNREER B ) C—H£EEIEEY)
600
550 542.3

560.2 B Social welfare
HeErtmA (+33.4%)

0 Health &4 (+75.2%)

500 r
450

400 r

350 | 8 Education ##& (+14.3%)

300 r

250 | B Security frZ (+24.8%)

20 a Others E:fil (+28.9%)

(Infrastructure, Economic,
Environment and Food, Support,
etc)

150 r
100 r

2t %
N LN

% S
BIEREY  BIEEE)

50 r

0

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24

Revised Estimate
Estimate EE 12
ESTEE

* Recurrent government expenditure per 2023-24 Estimate is $560.2 billion, representing an
increase of $17.9 billion (or 3.3%) over 2022-23 Revised Estimate. It has been growing steadily
since 2018-19 at a trend rate of 6.8%. The increase in recurrent expenditure reflects the
Government’s long-term commitment in improving people’s livelihood.

R = NEERTHEKE R S, 602E8 T B = EEERTHA
BEAN1T948 T (203.3%) - H ~E—/\ /—JUF R - BUF &8 B 52 PL6.8% iy it 24 1
KRB BT o €8H B SZHY 0 i SR BUR AE 20 R AR U5 T Y & =K IE -

* Recurrent expenditure on social welfare, health and education has been increasing —

e EA] ~ RIEFIEE J7 HH A E B SR E R I

2023-24 Estimate compared 2022-23 Revised Estimate
with 2022-23 Revised Estimate compared
TR CIUEETHE with 2018-19
HTmET T =FEE DB T =FEEE]
S HE HE
Eb 2 BT —FEE
EE 2
> Social welfare 1 & & £l +14.1% +33.4%
* Comprehensive Social Security +11.0% +22.3%
Assistance Scheme/ Social
Security Allowance Scheme
GettERERZRDEE/ A
HAE A w5t F
* Other welfare expenditure +19.2% +56.8%
HoAth 18 A1 B 52
> Health &4 -17.8% +75.2%
> Education Z{ 5§ +6.4% +14.3%
Total recurrent expenditure +3.3% +34.6%
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RECURRENT GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES FOR 2023-24
B/ T NFEHAKERXIAE

$ billion
140.0
121.0B
(21.6%)
1200 1044 B
y 104.0 B
(18.6%) (18.6%)
100.0 Other Welfare
Expenditure
plugieil] R
754 8B
80.0 48.0B (Sqm 13.5%
(10 5%)
600 cssA/
SSA
400 ! 35.0B
(6 2%) 256 B
T (13.0%) (4.6%)
17.7B 17.7B
20.0 (3 2%) (3.1%)
08B
\ (0.1%)
00 ¢
Social Welfare Health Education Support Secumy Infrastructure  Environment and ~ Economic Community and Housing
HEEf g e ERBNARTE EiEs  Food IBEREY & External Affairs EE
HERHIIBT

Recurrentgovernment expenditure B fF & ¥ % : $560.2B

(73.6% of total government expenditure of $761 billion {& B J&F Bi 3% £8%87,610{& 506973.6%)
$B = $billion &%
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Based on the 2023-24 Estimates of Expenditure, the spending on Health (18.6%), Social Welfare (21.6%)
and Education (18.6%) together accounts for about 59% of recurrent government expenditure.

R _F =/ “FEEHIRHEZHEE - #4(18.6%) ~ (L EEF(21.6%) KHF(18.6%)
HIBE S & ILETAE B 48 B S SR EREYS59% -

As the economic recovery is still in its initial stage, and there is a need for our people and businesses to
regain vigour for being hit by the epidemic over the past three years. Having regard to the financial
affordability of the Government, we take a "moderately liberal" fiscal stance for 2023-24. More than 80
per cent of the resources involved for the budget initiatives will benefit the general public and small and
medium sized enterprises. We will support people in need to the best of our ability, and sustain the
impetus to economic recovery in moving towards high-quality development.

H i B RS kB AE )G P B - T R EAE = F BT BN R E AR T - BB
MBUKIERE ] » WME T = /" UFEERI " TERERZ OB ZER - JHE R
Ak e &R > s\ HETRMT /NS E o HZEETRER 2R > REHA R E
MR - AR RIE ZIE > TNEE &GS ) > CFREEERESE E%E -

To ensure fiscal sustainability, the Government continues to strictly control the growth of the civil
service establishment. The Government’s target of zero growth in the civil service establishment
remains unchanged in 2023-24. By HE
ORAFEA BT AT R - E)’ZF GFEREFBZEFABEETIN &K - —T 2=/ TVUEE > BUTHES
Ye e NS B AR R ) B

We realise that the key to maintaining sustainable public finances in the long-run is to follow the
principle of keeping expenditure within the limits of revenue and ensure that the growth in
expenditure is commensurate with economic growth. M

Y i R AR HE O S R R B OB S BR AR RS RARBIE - B Ordr REB A BRI RHE -
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INVESTMENTS IN CAPITAL WORKS
BERTERE

$ Billion
+{ET

160

150 {
. From Hi 2013-14 From Hi 2018-19 From [ 2023-24
Trend growth :
140 | rend growth 81531 % to 7 2017-18 to 7 2022-23 to & 2027-28
130 4 0.2% p.a. (i54E) 2.7% p.a. (i54E) 7.5% p.a. (554E)
120 i |
1
202‘3—24
Original Estimate
FRREE

s s [ 0 }

100
s | o2
= (3¥3)

(Note 1)
SO 1 GE1

1997-98 2002-03 2007-08 2012-13 2017-18 2022-23 2027-28
Forecast
Captial Works expenditure e;‘;:;‘&';”
=
Note 1: Including the one-off grant of $21.6 billion provided to the West Kowloon Cultural District Authority EHTENx
i 1 BREABRAXCRERBRE216(ET—RIBER -
Note 2 : Includingthe one-off grant of $13 billion providedto the Hospital Authority
i 2 BREAEREEFHAHE 130T —RIBRER -
Note 3: Including the one-off grant of $10.3 billion to the Education Bureau onthe Hostel Development Fund
if 3 : BEAHFEEESRRESRE 103G T—IIRER - 14

* The original estimates of capital works expenditure (CapWex) for 2023-24 is $87.2 billion.
The CapWex for 2023-24 has increased by about 5.1% when compared with 2013-14 ($83.0
billion)

Fééﬁﬁzﬁikﬁﬁi@_ 2 _/ W ( 830{\\7*5 ) ibnéﬁs.l%

* We forecast that expenditure will build up in the coming years. This is mainly due to the
Government's commitments for various major programmes such as the hospital
development plan, new development areas, etc. in previous years.
HAFHAAE R AR B FHYE A TR SC B R BT I NREUF 54 R IEHERE
ZIAFBAKTIEEHE] - BB et - FERS -
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The CWREF has a balance of some $149.5 billion as of end March 2023.  Merits and
readiness of individual projects are the major considerations alongside with
affordability in deciding our capital works programme.
TEC=EFEHARAARTREGREE SR 1,495 0T - BAITHED
WA AR L& > DL B Y ARIERE I A E A AR TR 51 & /Y £ 25 @ A
Z= o

* CapWex as a percentage of GDP —
FOR TARRE SO & A A AR E R 73 B

CapWex Nominal GDP CapWex
Financial ($billion) ($billion) (% of GDP)
year ERTRERY | B AMEERE EARTREFRX

BA B EEE (+{E70) (+E7o) (FHE A4 ERE
{ERYE L)

2013-14 83.0 2,138.3 3.9%

2018-19 78.7 2,835.4 2.8%

2023-24 87.2 3,039.0 2.9%

Original

Estimate

FoRHERE

The trend growth & &4 £

Trend Growth (%)
BB R (%)

2013-14t0 2017-18 0.2% p.a.
FF0.2%

2018-19 to 2022-23 2.7% p.a.
FHE2.7%

MREF period 5 8f 78 I HA ] 7.5% p.a.
(2023-24 to 2027-28) FET.5%
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CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS
BEXTIRIEE

The Government is committed to investing in capital works projects, which is
conducive to promoting Hong Kong'’s social and economic development, enhancing
our competitiveness and improving people’s quality of life.

\E%g%ﬁﬁ%f%_@ BN EREERE - URREATERESFINNETHRAE

The capital works programme covers transport infrastructure, land and housing
supply, hospitals, education, cultural, sports and district projects.
EATREEHEEEEREZ THEFEHRE Bk -5 b - BB K
WETEEEH -

NS

g o
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T he Government will continue to improve people’s well-being, including investment in capital works projects.
The strategic infrastructure projects under way include:
%Hﬁ‘@zﬁﬂﬁt%ﬁi RAGHER  SFEKENREATEEH L - HIEETAREEAREE A
1. Kai Tak Development {3 2% 2 =1 &
2. New Development Areas (Kwu Tung North and Fanling North and Hung Shui Kiu/Ha Tsuen)
WragEE (hOFIE R sEIE ~ K&/ B R
3. Lok Ma Chau Loop (site formation and infrastructure works) % B A EH & (T 288 K FrE i
THE)

Other projects with funding approved by LegCo include EAh = J& 17 A &8 A E H A4S ¢

4. Land and housing supply — Implementation of Light Public Housing—the First Batch of Projects; Site
formation and infrastructure works for public housing development at Cha Kwo Ling Village, Kowloon
East; Site formation and infrastructure works for the development of ex-Cha Kwo Ling Kaolin Mine
Site (Phase 2)

T R EREAE - R TSR HE -5 HEE - SUERERREN N EFESRRE LT
AP R AR S TAR ~ B RS = 28 T B S e (56 M) 2 T P R R s e A%

5. Health — Expansion of North District Hospital; Redevelopment of Kwong Wah Hospital, phase 2;
Expansion of Lai King Building in Princess Margaret Hospital

Bk - LB E bR B W - B h R R 8

6. Education — The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology — New Research Building 2
#E - BAENERE — FrRiHE 2
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Transport — Tsing Yi-Lantau Link — Investigation and Detailed Design; Improvement of
Lion Rock Tunnel — First Stage Design and Site Investigation; Pedestrian walkway system
between Hing Shing Road and Tai Wo Hau Road

S — FAKE KB — BT atdllagat ~ M LR EDeE TR -G8
axca T B A ~ BRGS0 T T N 24t

Sports, recreational and cultural — New Territories East Cultural Centre in Area 11, Fanling;
Open Space with Public Vehicle Park at Yen Chow Street West, Sham Shui Po; Quarry
Park in Anderson Road Quarry

S~ FREERAEE - fndEss 11 @ RSB0 ~ ZOKSSEOMN T PE ORE 3 e A Tk
{ZEHY ~ LR E AR OEAE

Drainage improvement works — Yuen Long Barrage Scheme; Drainage improvement works
at North District — phase 1; Improvement of Yuen Long Town Nullah (town centre section)
PRZKBE A4 — JeRAP ST & ~ JCEEPR/K PR Z &t TR — 55 1 ~ JeRATIZR
BGE TREHE L)
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TOTAL REVENUE GREW BY 128% FROM 1997-98 TO 2023-24

_=——
$ billion —7L7L‘t / n)\z =__ / lﬂlﬁr,.,u\HQAimUD1287o
+{ET Percentage of revenue items to total
750 revenue in 2022/23
700 | 6936 2022/234F B ATE E AE S A BIE 53tk
6424 Capital revenue FELTE 1T A
650 | 6221
s 590.9 — D Land premium (11.2%)
600 — H{EUA
550 | = Other capital revenue  (6.2%)
500 | E I,
4553 4500
450 | 437.7 Operating revenue 42 & 17 A
400 | [ stamp duties (11.3%)
8
350 354 — L.l | ERTERR
300 | 2812 J = Inv_estment income (10.3%)
2471 FEEUOL
250 233-0
2073 B Profits tax (28.0%)
200 175.6 *U%ﬁ.
150 Bl Salaries tax (12.8%)
100 + FRER
50 L Other operating revenue (20.2%)
(Fees and Charges,

General Rates etc.)
1997-981999-002001-022003-04 2005-062007-08 2009-102011-122013-142015-162017-18 2019-202021-22 2022-232023-24 HAfESE A

B
Estimate (%IEIBZE —RREE)
i

Note: If the amounts brought back / to be brought back from the Housing Reserve and the cumulative investment return of the Future Fund are discounted, total revenue will be reduced as follows:

B | WHIRE,/ $HEE R E 2 BANE S T BRI TRETEET WA PHDPAT ¢

(5 billion ~{&7) 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 Estimate
Amounts brought back from Housing Reserve 55%&%@,@@;&@ 212 220 231 244 -
Cumulative investment return of the rmwerwzd brought back FFEd FHH R LETRT LI - - 250 350 490
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Profits tax has been our largest operating revenue. It varied from $37.7 billion (1999-2000) to
$174.2 billion (2022-23).

ISR 2 BUR i R HEE 2 WA KR - 8 P37 R T(— L B EEFE
BA1,742{8C( = /=) 2 -

Salaries tax varied from $24.8 billion (1999- 2000) to $83.0 billion (2023-24 Estimate).
%}'?15‘4%2%%{5(/\{[\%22481%‘%(—%7171/_ ZEEFE)BI0fFT(—E =/ IUFEETH
B2

Stamp duties varied from $7.5 billion (2002-03) to $99.7 billion (2021-22) :
EIFER AT T PISE T (CEE B =) BL99. 78 n(—E . — /) 2 -

Other operating revenue includes general rates, bets and sweeps tax, fees and charges, etc. It
varied from $63.5 billion (2003-04) to $144 billion (2023-24 Estimate).

HA S WA BIE— R ~ R RN - SHEBUFIEE > WA/ F635(FIT(—=
= EVUERE)HLL440fFT (—v—g/ VOUSERETHER) 2 fH]

Since 1 April 2007, we have adopted an arrangement whereby the rate of investment return is
pre-determined based on past returns. This has greatly reduced the volatility of the investment
income (mainly income arising from the Government’s placement of the fiscal reserves with the
Exchange Fund). The investment income varied from $178 million (2015-16) to $63.8 billion
(2022-23) (Note).

B REFEH—HEE » MR AH 2R - AR B A e SRiH o e R & m R

T AR E W ARY R E (& HQAE%?%B(H‘%HW BUEE U N AL 2 FT RS AU
é{)) RN T LIS T — N ) BL638 (BT (B I AR ) i
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 As for capital revenue, land premium has been most volatile, fluctuating from $5.4 billion
(2003-04) to $164.8 billion (2017-18) in the period.
ERRIEEEWA > DIEW A EhiRoK - FEE A - EUAAESAEIT(CEE
= /B EL64A8RT(—E 1 — ) Z[H 5% -

Note: The investment income was relatively low in 2014-15 and 2015-16 because the
investment incomes in respect of the fiscal reserves of $27.5 billion and $45.2 billion
respectively for these two years were set aside and retained within the Exchange Fund for
the Housing Reserve. The Housing Reserve at around $90.7 billion has been fully brought
back to the Government’s accounts over four years from 2019-20 to 2022-23.

i RERAESE U AR B RN BHNEUFEZ
{18 T 53 B2 75 (27T Se AS2{E T2k B W BURE R VIR B W AT IAEAMNER SN » 1F R E
EftFes - 2RN0TETHFEEH#EeH _ZE—JL/ EFEEEF " =
[ 7y PUAERE ol BURR B -
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VOLATILITY OF GOVERNMENT REVENUE

BT AR ED
Anmual rate of change ZFEIEEEE (%)
40 1 Asian f;lc'b‘.l
Financial ~IT bubble g4Rs Financlal COVID-19
Total ng?"lis ﬁ!ésﬂt;{ ;’;mg gﬂn;s epidemic
o ] Gg\_'ernment SEEH 5 i s SRR 20195 R AT

Nominal GDP 7
B AHAEELE

-20 A

9192 92-93 93-94 94-95 9506 9697 97-98 98-99 9900 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 0405 05-06 0607 07-08 0809 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 1415 1516 16-17 17-18 18-19 1820 20-21 2122 2223 2324

Estimate
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* Hong Kong is a small and open economy, and government revenue is sensitive to economic

fluctuations depending on the broader economic changes beyond government’s control.
T AT/ NV - BUFUA S Z 8B R BAs 2 WHCR R B B2 JE 4L
AL o WIEBURFATREE -

The volatility of our revenue poses challenges to the management of public finances. Profits
tax, salaries tax, stamp duties and land premium are expected to account for about 66% of the
2023-24 (estimated) total government revenue.

WK B E > RN BUE B ARPRE - FGHR ~ Briefi ~ EIMERAnt U A - &4
REE=E =/ ZIUFEEEIF FHE R ARI66%
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REVENUE ESTIMATES FOR 2023-24
B = / _NEERAES

$
170 B
180 (26.5%)
160
140
120
88 B 85.0 B
100 85.0 B 83B
(554 (13.2%) (13.2%) (12.9%)
80 66.4 B
(10.4%)
60
20 2848B 2716 B
(4.4%) (4.3%)
9B
0 . . . . .
Profits tax Other operating Land premium Stamp duties Salaries tax Investment income General Rates Bets and Sweeps Other capital
FUiEHR revenue A ENFER FriE REUAN —REmN Tax revenue
HinE B A BEREERR HithIEEBUAH#
A Investment Income * Other Operating Revenue # Other Capital Revenue
REEA: HibS2UA: HAIEE B A
Including investment income brought back from the Future Including duties on dutiable commodities, Government rents Including revenues from government funds (e.g. loan
Fund motor vehicles first registration tax, fees and charges, etc. repayments from Loan Fund, dividend and interest income from
R EE EIRAHEERA EHEFRAEE - Wi - SEEREDR - SEEHREE Capital Investment Fund, Mark Six Lottery from Lotteries Fund
etc.) and amounts recovered from Housing Authority etc
BHENES WENELZEEEN  EFREELZRER
Total government revenue IfF4RICA : $642.4B BN - BEEE7XATRBRAE) MK RRESTR
$B=$billion {5 IR
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* The seven major revenue items are profits tax (26.5%), other operating revenue (13.79%),
land premium (13.2%), stamp duties (13.2%), salaries tax (12.9%), investment income
(10.4%), and general rates (4.4%). Together they account for 94.3% of total government
revenue.

t{ljzgﬁét{ﬁa)\réa 53 B R RIS HR(26.5%) ~ HAIELLE UL A(13.7%) imELKu\(B 2%) ~
{EM(13.2%) ~ BHENR(12.9%) ~ & L&J\(IO 4%) FI—f7=8m(4.4%) - EHAEBUFLE
Lli/\a@94.3% o

*  Other Operating Revenue of $88 billion includes fees and charges ($17 billion), duties on
dutiable commodities ($13.4 billion), Government rents ($12.8 billion), motor vehicles first
registration tax ($4.8 billion), utilities ($4 billion) etc.

HApthgg= LKU\Z%SSO BT 0 B ERESIEBUMER(170657T) - FESRR SARIE(134457T)
A (128(87T) ~ REEREEICHA8ETT) ~ AHFEFEMEETD)F -




Other Capital Revenue of $9 billion includes -

HAIRLEEUT A B90(=TT > & ELHE

>

General Revenue Account $6.1 billion
BURF— e AR H 6 1{E7TT
Loan Fund: Loan Repayments $1.2 billion
B (EEAVERK 12{87T
Capital Investment Fund: Dividends, Interest and Other Receipts from $0.6 billion
Investments/Loans 6fE7T
EAEEE: KEKRE SRR ~ FIE R A A

Lotteries Fund: Mark Six Lottery $1 billion
o SNy 10(8T
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SALARIES TAX &R

2021/22 (Year of assessment 3RfREF)

Only 49% of working population were assessed as salaries taxpayers HE549% T{EA DL BEFEIRITRA
Top 5% taxpayers bear more than 58% of salaries tax revenue B55%4MFR A ZIAE:E58 % FHETRIL A

Taxpaying population %yfz A 4287 : 1,807,000%

Annuai income ($) No. of taxpayers % of totai saiaries tax™ yieid Average tax payment*($)
EFUIAGT) SR ABHE EF TR R EE VB ot HEHRACGT)
>2,000,000 60,000 (3.3%) 49.6% 664,350
1,000,001 to 2,000,000 155,000 (8.6%) 26.0% 135,110
700,001 to 1,000,000 208,000 (11.5%) 13.3% 53,770
500,001 to 700,000 274,000 (15.2%) 7.5% 26,670
400,001 to 500,000 227,000 (12.6%) 2.5% 13,320
300,001 to 400,000 324,000 (17.9%) 1.1% 6,000
200,001 to 300,000 385,000 (21.3%) 0.0% 710
132,001% to 200,000 174,000 (9.6%) 0.0% 0

~ Of the 3,670,000 working population, only 49% were assessed as salaries taxpayers. 1£3,670,000 TfEA O » HE49% 1A FFERGIRA ¢
* After the one-off 100% tax reduction up to $10,000 EiE—x 4%k 100%8 2 _LFE &,10,0007%)iEHE1E
# The basic allowance for individuals in the year of assessment 2021/22 is $132,000
2021122350 Ry A A B AR & 1156 4,132,0007T
20

In the year of assessment 2021/22, of the 3.67 million working population, about 1.81 million or
49% of the working population were assessed as salaries taxpayers.
T — /TR o RBAE36TEHLIEANL » EH4y181E A(LEALR
49%) #e 5 ¥ Ry BERT AR -

Of the 1.81 million salaries taxpayers, only 953,000 taxpayers need to pay salaries tax after the
one-off 100% tax reduction up to $10,000.
TE18 1 E Z ot R 4 A » 953,000 &4 F8 A AE B Tt — I B 52 100 % 858 30 (_E
PR £510,0007T) 15 it 1% ZH L4587 B2 F5L -

Of the 1.81 million salaries taxpayers, the top 5% taxpayers (i.e. about 90,500 taxpayers)

contributed 58% of the revenue from salaries tax.

755\1%81 B BRI AT G R 2 Y 5% (49 90,500 ) Pt S5 40 Y B0 = A5 i 8 5 U
J58% o
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PROFITS TAX F|&5:

2021/22 (Year of assessment 32fREF)

Only 10% of registered corporations and 13% of unincorporated businesses were assessed as profits taxpayers

RE10%ELA T RA3%IFEBEH W BASIRRA

Top 5% taxpayers bear about 90% of profits tax revenue E5%4iFR A 414590 %F ([15FRUL AL

Assessable profits ($)

No. of businesses”

% of total profits tax* yield

Average tax payment* (3$)

FEEFRFIEGT) AFE B (EFS RIS 4EEE" BYE 7tk EERECOT)
>100M 1,400 (0.9%) 69.7% 84,658,690
>50M to 100M 1,100 (0.7%) 7.7% 11,299,220
>30M to 50M 1,300 (0.8%) 5.0% 6,207,030
>20M to 30M 1,500 (0.9%) 3.5% 3,869,160
>10M to 20M 3,700 (2.3%) 4.9% 2,161,870
>7.5M to 10M 2,100 (1.3%) 1.6% 1,282,560
>5M to 7.5M 3,700 (2.3%) 2.0% 862,000
>3M to 5M 6,400 (4.0%) 1.9% 493,300
>2M to 3M 7,700 (4.8%) 1.2% 253,320
>1M to 2M 16,100 (10.1%) 1.3% 129,570
>0.5M to 1M 18,600 (11.6%) 0.7% 62,190
1t0 0.5M 96,600 (60.3%) 0.5% 8,320

* Registered corporations and unincorporated businesses: 1,548,000, with 160,200 (10%) assessed as profits taxpayer

FEMAE IR A RFAAE, | 1,548,000 » HH1160,200 (10%) #EEEAFISIRGTEA

+~ After the one-off 100% tax reduction up to $10,000 ‘& }E—=1 i 100%3a2%( LB %,10,00075 )5

21

In the year of assessment 2021/22, there were about 160 200 taxpayers under profits tax in
Hong Kong, including 121 800 registered corporations (10% of the total number of 1.26
million registered corporations) and about 38 400 unincorporated businesses (13% of the total
number of 0.29 million unincorporated businesses).

EE T — /T ERMAER  KBEFL160 2004 FI R A - B ERE121
8OO M A= ((EFEM AT E 1268 5H10% ) K38 400K IEEEFER ((LFE
REEEBAERIERAII3% ) -

Of the 160 200 taxpayers under profits tax, only 112 400 taxpayers need to pay profits tax after
the one-off 100% tax reduction up to $10,000.

FE160 2004 G FE&RE ANt - A 112 4004440758 AAE B it — JCHE R TR 100 % 5t
(PR 510,000 )58 M (& ZH S FASF5 -

Of the 160 200 taxpayers under profits tax, top 5% (i.e. about 8 000 registered corporations
and unincorporated businesses) contributed about 90% of the revenue from profits tax.
FE160 20044 RIS F iR A of » 4R i 2 HY5% (498 0005 5t Mt =] R IREAEISERS)
FIT G4 B RS AL F SR UL A4990% -
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2023-24

Budget Strategies
ZE—EZZ%%_IEIEFE
FIBFREZR
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RESOURCE ALLOCATION PRIORITIES IN 2023-24
B/ NFEERNBECEREE

Total government expenditure estimates: $761B

BURFBH > S8 #ATEE: 7,610680T

Targeted measures

SHEMAEREE

Including E1#E:

$ billion . . "
400 1 42008 Post-epidemic recovery measures: “Hello

(17.0%) :12:_%3 Hong Kong” , “Happy Hong Kong”, earmark
= =5 $100 million for attracting mega events etc.
— BRERER: TREF o BEL - TEL
- . é%» AE—ETEHARERENE

(11.6%) 87F

8308

!10.9%!
800 (7;’35%‘3 O ¢ Consumption Voucher Scheme ($5,000)

@) JEEZFETE] (48585,0007T)

. * Life Technology and Artificial Intelligence
(Al): set aside $6 billion to set up Life and

. Health Research Institute(s) and earmark

$3 billion for the development of frontier

ze 798 technology fields such as Al and quantum
g technology & AFIERATEEE: BHA
20 Social Welfare Heath  Education  Infrastructure Support Ec;ﬂ: Security nvironment  Cor an iousin +1§x5§£ﬁﬁﬁifﬁ{’§§ﬂﬁﬁ%#§&?ﬁ
uesn faes % E=+ETHEDATEE  EFHES

== e g === =rEs o= ==

sa-soition-HB% R BT ARERSER
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The 2023-24 Budget contained five key directions —

- Gearing Up for Speedy Recovery on the Path to Normalcy;

- Opening Up New Horizons Together;

- Actively Align with National Development Strategies;

- Building Capacity; and

- Governing for the People.

The 2023-24 Budget had introduced some targeted measures, which included one-off reductions
and waivers of taxes and rates, a new round of the Consumption Voucher Scheme, measures for
attracting mega events, “Hello Hong Kong”, “Happy Hong Kong”, promoting the development of
Life Technology and Artificial Intelligence etc., to support people and enterprises and boost the
momentum of the economic revival. The total value of the 2023-24 Budget proposals amount to
around $67 billion.

TR TIUEEM TR RS ALERE R R - fE

- BHE T IR IR

- HERF A,

- BN R 5 S R R

- AlESRE; DR

- HEBUBER -

TR = T IUEEMBTEE R — 2SS - B KRR N A R~ B
BmoH B ST E] ~ S [ KEUREACEERI T « TIRE - B, - TROEE, - EE4a
B M AT g8 e » DI RAIMNE - EESEEGHRIEDE - B = /" JUEE
B TE R R I B B4 Fy6 7018 T -
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Hong Kong has to better capitalise on its advantage as an international I&T centre. Apart
from strengthening co-operation with the Mainland and overseas, we should also make good
use of the vast Mainland market as well as the regional advantages of the GBA. Furthermore,
we have to pool the efforts of Government, industry, academic and research sectors to
commercialise research and development (R&D) results and promote the development of
I&T industry. To seize the immense opportunities arising from the 14th Five-Year Plan and
the GBA development, additional resources have been allocated in the 2023-24 Budget to
actively align with national development strategies in various areas, including International
Innovation and Technology Centre, International Financial Centre, International Aviation
Hub, International Maritime Centre, International Trade Centre, Centre for International
Legal and Dispute Resolution Services in the Asia-Pacific Region, Regional Intellectual
Property Trading Centre, East-meets-West Centre for International Cultural Exchange and
Development of the Agriculture and Fisheries Industry.

BT SEITIE Ry " BIFRRHRHR 0 o BIEES o BRT hnsR Bt ROS MY EE -
HE AN RER B TSR E AR B S &IE(E S - S5 BESZM R - SR
W RCER B AL > IR SRR - BIETR (HIUZARE]) MRS a2k
VRIS » T = /IR BIRE R TS EER - BRI A [F)H
SR S SR BEGHS, > BLFRBPR AR L0 ~ BIPE R0 ~ BIPERTZE AT ~ BRI T
O~ Bl S0 ~ SRR BIGOAR R e A IR ol ~ BRI S 2 ol

PN g 3R Tt BB R SR -

When formulating long-term economic policies, we must be clear about the purpose of
economic development, so that policy implementation will not deviate from its original
intention. It is also necessary to have a full understanding of our country’s development
plans and strategies, as well as Hong Kong’s roles and functions therein, and to take into
account demand in the international market, in order to identify the right positioning and
seize opportunities. Furthermore, we need to keep carefully assessing the international
politico-economic landscapes, clearly identify long-term trends, grasp economic patterns,
and prudently control risks to avoid disruptions to development.

TERIET RBEOBE BRI - IMSDEEAELE RV E N - A RS BRNVE i~ R
HER)L BRI R AT AR EFIRES - DB FEEH PR AEFThaEaE wrada# -

SEBIIETSTEK - ARt ENr - JEEE - 151 - EEAET N OEHEEIFE AT
o BIFRIEE > EELURSE - sEEEE b o B R
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INCREASE REVENUE £ /1WA
» Wewill introduce a progressive rating system for domestic properties, with effect from the
fourth quarter of 2024-25 tentatively, to reflect the “affordable users pay” principle.

HPTEHE 2024 25 FEEUEFEEREEHS A RESHEFE - DR "REESM L BE
8l -

* Wewill from 2025 onwards implement the global minimum effective tax rate in accordance
with the BEPS 2.0 proposal promulgated by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development, and introduce a domestic minimum top-up tax to protect Hong Kong's
taxing rights.

BT 2025 FAERIBL B S{F R SR AA /N AHIBEPS 2.0 T » HEEHKEEERE - LU
B R B ER - MREEEIVERIE -

———  Others HAif

» We have imposed an annual special football betting duty of $2.4 billion on the football
betting conductor for five years starting from 2023-24.

EZ4 EE === F T IUE R R BT BN R 24 TRV NEERIBIAR - B
bl

24

* In the 2022-23 budget, the Government has proposed introducing a progressive rating system
for domestic properties, with effect from the fourth quarter of 2024-25 tentatively, to reflect
the “affordable users pay” principle. It is expected that about 42 000 domestic properties will
be affected, accounting for around 2% of the total number of private domestic properties, with
an increase of about $760 million in government revenue each year.

BT T EFEVHIEESR o BUNTESRE ER T 0 R RSB ISR B AR
FEEVEES N BRI - DIFRERIE " ae & 2 ) BYIEAI - THET4Y42 000{E{EEY)
EZTE %%%ﬁk&%%%%%ﬁ@ﬁﬁz_ BUFWA B FE I s T8
7‘[: o

In the 2023-24 Budget, the Government announced that Hong Kong planned to apply the
global minimum effective tax rate on large MNE groups with global turnover of at least 750
million euros and implement the domestic minimum top-up tax starting from 2025 onwards. It
was estimated that the domestic minimum top-up tax would bring in tax revenue of about $15
billion per year for the Government. The Government will launch a consultation exercise in
mid-December 2023 to consult stakeholders on the implementation details of the global
minimum effective tax rate and domestic minimum top-up tax. The consultation exercise will
run from mid-December 2023 to mid-March 2024. Having regard to the feedback to be
collected through the consultation exercise, the Government plans to introduce into the
Legislative Council (“LegCo”) the legislative proposal in mid-2024 to give effect to the
necessary legislative changes.

BT =/ CIIEEVHEESE - BUFEAAE TS $_7_£$t¥f ¢ S ENg A

CRATEBOTH AR SE i 5E 5 EH F i 2 R R E PR Li&?é%ﬁ%?ﬁ@%%

BUF & 5T Hﬂ&ﬂﬁ?TEﬁﬁEﬁ’ifﬁTﬂ%ﬂ(ﬁ%%Z’] E£+1 TR © BURIRF: —E
=F A TR B R B IR AR e AR e By B i A e e B 55 - s5sm A —
S B T A - S TP » BT
THEREIDEERRIDEARSE - LUSERFRIEDIERT -

o
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* In the 2023-24 Budget, the Government proposed imposing an annual
special football betting duty of $2.4 billion on the Hong Kong Jockey
Club under the Betting Duty Ordinance for five years starting from
2023-24, while the current betting duty rates remain unchanged. In
formulating this arrangement, we have given due consideration to the
intense external competition facing by the local betting business. The
Hong Kong Jockey Club has also undertaken that the proposal would not
reduce its commitment to local charities.
BT = TIVIEEMRERSE  BUFESEE —E =/ U
FERErE (TR RBT) Tﬁéﬂé%%fﬂl&tfﬁ +17_EI1JI:EI’J "%
%Efﬁﬁ ofi L o BRI > MRAEEHRNERASE - BL4HERn
T AR E R HNINERS RS B EJJT%(WK
I/ D BRI 2 R SR AR -
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CONSOLIDATED ACCOUNT FROM 1997-98 TO 2023-24
e —INE/NNE_B_=/ _NEEMHREED

761.8
7074
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150 oce > . 1111
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50 ' 100 214 140 239 I I I 218 144 I
- L=l
-50 232 18 l I 106
633 6177401 544
-150
250
-350
97-98 98-99 99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 0405 0506 0607 07-08 08-09 09-10 10-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 14-15 1516 16-17 17-18 18-19 19-20 2021 2122 2223 2324
M Consolidated surplusitete ) ERAZEEE —— Government revenueete 1) ERFFISA =1 Es;'ﬁ”;“
- - o \ a1y — (Note 1) &1
Bl Consolidated deficittVote ) &R sRIEEN Government expenditureets 1) FrEFRI

Note 1: Including issuance/(repayment) of government bonds and notes
i1 BERT/ (BE) BTFHEFREISZ0E -
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The Government strives to achieve a fiscal balance over a period of time. With limited
financial resources, while committing adequate resources for necessary works, the
Government must, by upholding prudent fiscal policies, preserving financial healthiness and
sustainability, as well as maintaining its financial strength, in order to meet both known and
unanticipated needs in the long run.

BUN JIRIE— BRI BT - RS - BEAAIRIBOAIR - 125 F 2
TAEBCH e e BEIRRIEIRE » BURIRAHEZREER - 48 BUS (@ R Al E e - iR
MIEE T » DS R AR5 -

The consolidated surpluses / (deficits) have included the net proceeds from
issuance/(repayment) of government bonds and notes:

Soes . ORT) Eat MBUFEZ MERENT (EE) JF50H

2023-24

$ billion +(&7T 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 Estimate
HE
- Bonds and Notes {&757 5z 2245 (6.3) (19.3) (29.1) (66.0) (64.2)
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FISCAL RESERVES {1 {#
(in terms of number of months of government expenditure 1HE /R EFFSZ B £)

E No. of months 5 &}

320 30
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240
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180 V/\ /\ A 148.9
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80 64.8 68 0
2
e Nl
0 N = i
|

-40 232 78 106
- 1

-40.
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20

5 12 months {8 5
(OEFZRTEE)

200 13 months {5

22325 12 months
-230 G)=]
97-98 98-99 99-00 00-01 01-02 02-03 03-04 04-05 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10 10-11 1112 1213 13-14 14-15 15-16 16-17 17-18 18-19 1920 2021 2122 2223 2324
ate
wE
s Consolidated surplus ™= V4z&R#8E"  wmmm Consolidated deficit (Note 1) g e (=1

—4—Fiscal reserves in terms of number of months of government expenditure B Efsk# &7 BUFBA AT H 81

Note 1: Including issuance/(repayment) of government bonds and notes
SETRERT/ (HE) BRFEFRTEISONNE -
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In 2022-23 and 2023-24 OE, the Fiscal Reserves are equivalent to 12 months of government expenditure.
TR EEEN T E T = T R R AR THE A B A E T 1208 5 BYBURBESE -
Financial Year Fiscal Reserves Nominal GDP Fiscal Reserves in terms of
AR M | FA e % of GDP
($ billion +{&7r) | (8 billion ~{&7T) W (e (A & Y
At A EERRE AT E 73 EE
1997-98 457.5 1,373.1 33.3%
2022-23 834.8 2,818.0 29.6%
2023-24 OE 780.4* 3,039.0 25.7%

* The estimated fiscal reserves balance has taken into account the financial results of 2022-23.

MR THR AR AT 5 2022-23 FERERIFESIRM -

From 1997-98 to 2023-24 OE, the fiscal reserves in terms of number of months of government expenditure
are as follows —

NNt/ NNEZE = R R ATREIRE - B G E R BURFE S A A BT

Financial Year I BUEE 97-98 98-99 | 99-00 | 00-01 | 01-02 | 02-03 | 03-04 | 04-05
No. of months FH # 28 22 24 22 19 16 13 15
Financial Year {4 EU4FEE 05-06 | 06-07 | 07-08 | 08-09 | 09-10 | 10-11 | 11-12 | 12-13
No. of months F # 16 20 25 19 22 24 22 23
Financial Year I B EE 13-14 14-15 | 15-16 | 16-17 | 17-18 | 18-19 | 19-20 | 20-21
No. of months H #§ 21 25 23 25 28 26 23 14
Financial Year {4 B4R & 21-22 | 22-23 23-24 OEJE AR TEEL

No. of months H #§ 17 12 12

We have achieved budget surpluses for 18 years from 1997-98 to 2022-23. But budget deficits had beset us
for nine years in 1998-99, 2000-01 to 2003-04, 2019-20 to 2020-21 and 2022-23 to 2023-24 Estimate due to
economic downturn or the impact of pandemic.

— NN/ NNEZED G B ERREM B - 12 0 £ UL
CEEE B2 ET=FN B2 R OB OB TE

C=/CIUEEGERE M - R EOE N e R B o PSR T IVERT R E -
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2023-24 MEDIUM RANGE FORECAST (AS AT FEB 2023)
2023-24F EPHFRA (CS_=F_HKAIT)

(Smillon) (EE= 202324 2024-25 2025-26 202627 2027-28
(Smion) (EX77) Edimate 7R Forecast7®3 Forecast7% Forecast7 Forecast 3
Operating Account STE#RH

Operating revenue A 536,822 607,140 656,445 683,724 732,165
Less: Operating expenditure % : S 28E% 629,484 612,200 629,700 656,600 686,900
Operating surplus/ (deficit) STERE (FF) (92662 (5,060) 26,745 27124 45,265
Capital Account FESEZIRE

Capital revenue FEZ S A 105,590 125,337 139,833 157,867 165,586
Less: Capital expenditure % : FEE2EF 131,495 152,563 160,485 164,295 162,258
Capital surplus/ (deficit) JETEEEY (FF) (25909 (27,226) (20,652) (6,428) 3328
Consolidated surplus/ (deficit) before (118,567) (32,286) 6,083 20,6% 48,593
issuance and repayment of bonds

FASTRESFRACANSOES (F

F

Net proceeds from issuance and repayment 64,200 41873 3225 51,253 51,292
of bonds

BTESIERBTRY

Consolidated surplus/ (deficit) after (54,367) 9,587 39,318 71,949 99,885
issuance and repayment of bonds

ESASTRESFHRCANRO RS (F

E2]

In terms of percentage of GDP 1.8% 0.3% 1.2% 20% 26%

7 2Rl S S S

28

Compiling the Medium Range Forecast (MRF) is one of the tools for the public finance
management.

HlET IR R T E B A BRI TR Z — -

As at February 2023:
B E =

We forecast in 2023-24 a deficit in the Operating Account and Capital Account. The forecast
consolidated deficit amounts to $54.4 billion. The estimated deficit in 2023-24 is mainly
attributable to reduced revenue amid economic downturn and increased expenditure for
supporting people in need and sustaining the impetus to economic recovery in moving towards
high-quality development.

WMFEHE T = /IR - &UEIR H RIFCEIR H g HBRY - et &6 R TR
S4BT - “E = TIUFERINTEETARY 0 EEERBUFUASZ &R 2 EI TR > DUk
S BT DAIR A F A B AR SRR Z 15 > IS &) ) - SR Ba e E R
SR -
It is forecast that the deficit in the Operating Account and Capital Account in 2023-24 will turn
into a surplus since 2025-26 and 2027-28 respectively.
st =/ TINERECENR H RIFECERBVIRY - phE BT TN FERE R
T TSR nT R R o

The MRF has already reflected the amounts of the cumulative investment return of the Future
Fund expected to be brought back to the Government’s account.

TR S B PE SR R [ U IR H AR AR Y BT s U -
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Latest outlook:
BOHTHIS ¢

As Hong Kong’s overall economy and capital market performance is weaker-than-expected this
year, the relevant government revenues such as land premium and stamp duties will be inevitably
affected. With revenue lower than budgeted, the consolidated deficit of this fiscal year is
expected to be higher than the $54.4 billion estimated when the 2023-24 Budget was announced

in February 2023, which may be over $100 billion.

SEHNE BRSSO NE E i SRR TH A e - AHREAVBUR A BT3B R BT ERT
BZEE o EWALLHRERDIEI T > et AM BUFEISG G R RE SR A B4
120232415 (MBOHFEZ) WG HERYS4487T » 5281,000(87T -
Published in 2023-24 Budget
FIEN B = U I HRE R
($million) 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27 2027-28
BHEIT Estimate Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast
THE TEHI TR TR FEHI
Gross Domestic Product 3,039,000 3,221,400 3,414,700 3,619,500 3,836,700
(calendar year)
AR A ELEE
(FEFa1)
Fiscal Reserves at 31 762,966 772,553 811,871 883,820 983,705
March
AT
EZE=HA=+—H)
In terms of % of GDP 25.1% 24.0% 23.8% 24.4% 25.6%
V=N i Yy A
=) an
Public expenditure 810,540 815,728 847,712 887,361 918,682
INFERE
In terms of GDP 26.7% 25.3% 24.8% 24.5% 23.9%
V= N1 Y A
=45
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CHALLENGES
AHEAD

4L ool

RARAIHCES
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FACING THE CHALLENGES J& % HkER

Heightened geopolitical tensions

& BUARZETR

US interest rate level and economic situation of the advanced economies =& [ FI| = K A1 KO A8 1 KO

Pace of the Mainland’s economic growth

Pace of the further revival of the local economy

PO A 0 R AR
A SR — P BRERK

Short to medium-term 45 1 H#f

Expandingeconomic capacity
RAEHEE

Strengtheningeconomic competitiveness

Improvingpeople’s livelihood

BrETRAEE

Fiscal sustainability

Long-term £Hf

Substantialinvestmentin land
supply and economic development

R BB ASIRE

RAEREREN A BRIt

Ageing population
A 1Al
Challenges brought by technological

advances/innovation Climate change

FEH BT/ BRI PR . AR

Finding new growth areas

BRIWHIERES

30

Macroeconomic Factors

N Y TN

* Heightened geopolitical tensions may have a negative impact on global economic growth,
financial market stability, commodity prices, as well as trade and investment flows.
& PUBRERIR - WIRIKETIE & ~ RTISIRE - BB - DEESNIEE
Bl-S=ipasting 7

* US interest rates are expected to stay at higher levels for longer. This will not only dampen
demand further, but will also undermine economic confidence around the world.
TR EEF R ER TR E/KE— B KA - @ NMEgE PRI K » thEilEi
FREHEY TS L ©

*  The IMF forecast that global economic growth would slow further from 3.0% in 2023 to 2.9% in
2024. Facing a challenging and uncertain external environment, Hong Kong’s exports of goods
will inevitably remain under pressure.

BRI TR 2 BREO I Rl — B = = AR A3.0% 20 148 &£ — B " IUFAY2.9% - b
BRI TP A e Ve - BEREYIH SR 2R -

*  While inbound tourism and private consumption continue to recover this year, they have not
returned to the pre-pandemic levels. Thus they are expected to revive further next year as
handling capacity continues to strengthen and household income continues to increase, though the
extent of recovery will depend on factors such as consumption sentiment and patterns of residents
as well as the attractiveness of products and services, etc.
SESEIRE NN B MRS fr - (HEARBARENEERIA A o RIL - R RE
NEENN R AL FULAFFERG T - BE RS — P AR - MEAVAE AR R A5 - T ESHYOH
BEARIES » DURE iR eIk s [ IR E -
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Short to medium-term challenges %5 1 HiHkiER

The Government is committed to:

BUFEET:

Expanding economic capacity

BAKEEE

*  building capacity for economic development through overcoming the constraints on our
workforce and land supply.

FERZER B A LR - AR RIQy Rl S R AliE R & -

Attraction and retention of talents

R REEANT

To create strong impetus for Hong Kong’s growth, the Government will continue to
formulate an array of measures to trawl for talent, including enhancements to various
existing talent admission schemes to proactively attract talent around the world to Hong
Kong.

Ry 7R E R EENRE - BUNFEEERIE L — 25 T AT # - B RS IEET
AA ASEETE] T HRIERRAE o FEDREARE SRS st A AR

The Government will continue to fully adopt the prevailing strategy of trawling for and
retaining talent. At the same time, the Government will continue to nurture local talents,
strengthen labour training and enhance the productivity of our workers.
BUGEESE=IE TRA A 1 - FRSEE A A fisR A s TR
> RS es TAEETT -

Land supply
LHNE

More than 7 000 hectares of land supply will be available in the 30-year period up to 2048.
Netting the projected land demand, there will be a land reserve of at least 1 000 hectares.
For the coming ten years in particular (2024-25 to 2033-34), the supply of developable land
will reach 3 370 hectares, including no less than 1 400 hectares in the Northern Metropolis
and about 400 hectares in the Kau Yi Chau Artificial Islands.

H 2204851 30 FEHAAN » BFA % 7 000 AHEAYHHALE - IR A TERT LA ORE o A
FEEALER/D 1000 2N HAY L o AR (R12024-2552033-344F 1) n] L 1t
AL E SR EE 3 370 /AN » & A/DEY 1400 AHEAKRE TIEEEEE |, o S5HEY 400
NEAEZRMATE

The Government targets to complete the formulation of all land use and development
proposals of the Northern Metropolis in 2024, commence land resumption by 2027, and
form 40% of the new development land and complete 40% of the new flats by 2032.
BURGHY H AR AF20244F 52 plilzT T ALEA & ) rA TR RIS 7% § 2027454,
ZATHELTUO, 3 20324F 80 2 il e AP R VU SR 3 fee - N1 e VU e Y 3 48 BT



Attraction of enterprises and investment

5[

Hong Kong is one of the most competitive economies in the world. It also serves as an
important gateway connecting the Mainland with global markets. We will sustain our
efforts to attract enterprises, investment and talent to strengthen Hong Kong's
competitiveness in view of the fierce global competition.

BRI EBFIIEURIG . —  TNENH SRR SR ESEE L - mHR
BRge o Mg &S 4 B BamEFT] -

The Government will continue its endeavours to attract enterprises, particularly those
pertinent to Hong Kong's development as the “eight centres”, including key enterprises and
leading representatives in advanced technology, innovation and strategic industries.
BUNG@SEREZE - Frpld T ORFuL ) EACHERAEIRSE - BfESH AR AT E
BEARZE ~ TTERUEE ~ ARTAISREBMETTSE -

Strengthening economic competitiveness

RIS

sustaining our institutional strengths.

HERF PR MR (B,

Institutional strengths

HEEZ

Hong Kong’s competitiveness is underpinned by the unique institutional advantages under
“One Country, Two Systems”, including the rule of law and judicial independence, the
continuation of the common law system, a favourable business environment, an efficient
and clean government, a free trading and investment regime, a simple and low tax system,
and the free flow of capital, talent, information and goods etc. While consolidating our
institutional and competitive advantages, the Government will endeavour to further
enhance Hong Kong's competitiveness.

HRBIER S IARENAE T B S THVER IR ES - iR R EVEEIL - &
EETSEL - BIFVEEEE - S BRREUE - B BN SIS &SI - e
M SARKE R ~ DUREVILEANT ~ B AN EFAEEREHRES - FEEE
B I A FHESARIEING - BUFE BT — PRI R BN 7] -

Finding new growth areas

SPRATIE RS

adopting an industry-oriented development approach.

DU S R Rygg e i -
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An industry-oriented approach

EFE

The Government will adopt an industry-oriented approach to drive development, with a view to
expediting the growth of sectors in which Hong Kong possesses a competitive edge (such as
finance, trading, logistics, shipping and professional services) and exploring new areas of
growth (such as innovation and technology, life and health as well as pharmaceutical research
and development, Chinese medicine and new energy transport). Our goals are to leverage our
existing strengths and establish a more robust and extensive industrial system, thereby
cultivating a more dynamic and diversified economy and generating more high-quality
employment opportunities for the public.

BUR & AFESRE [ RyBaEh ] - INEAE S (AR EE (Plaem - 85 - YR - FiiE

R E) BV - e SR (BRI ~ Aanl@ IR SemaE - Bd4E
FIFTRETR A SF) » BURHY HARZ AR ARSI ARE [ B BEs) « BV E FAG
o PRIMEAELOR S AR T ~ 45 20T - WA R ACE SR E AR EEE -

Fiscal sustainability

FAB AT

*  The Government will continue to adhere to the principles of exercising fiscal prudence and
keeping expenditure within the limits of revenue to avoid an expansion of fiscal deficit.

BUS G4 E ARt > SFHEEY > FEEOMIREA -

*  The Government strives to achieve a fiscal balance, not only by seeking new revenue sources
and containing expenditure growth, but also by optimising the use of the fiscal reserves and
maintaining adequate fiscal reserves.

BUN LR V-r » AMEZERIRERR - S (o I B A i R 4TS 7t e I Bt A -

*  The Government has decided to launch a “Productivity Enhancement Programme” to control
expenditure. The Government will carefully balance the financial impact of various policy
measures and continue to closely monitor the financial situation, especially the progress of
post-epidemic economic recovery and the status of government revenue, to determine if other
measures of expenditures controls are needed to implement.

BUFEREHETT " EIRBCRELaTE] ) PUEHIFESE © BUF G/ NP S I B E H
B E > EEFVIESEM BRI Rl s B e R AR A IEE LU BURF AR
IRDE > FEIMTRIE TS A 7 B H A B S R i -

*  The Government needs to maintain the development and vibrancy of Hong Kong's economy
and identify new areas of growth, with a view to increasing revenue.

BUF R EORFF OB S B ) > MBS R AL LIRS A -

*  In the long run, the government will continue to boost revenue through economic development.
We will also continue to review the situation to ensure that the tax system can appropriately
meet the needs of society.

REMS - BN GEEEBFRLR - WA - IR RHEFR LSS - DRI HI
pEEV)[EIEH EHIFR L -
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Innovation and Technology

ARt

Innovation and technology (I&T) provides key impetus for Hong Kong’s high-quality
economic development.

BRI (BIRD) BRUEE B S E B EVEES % -

To seize the immense opportunities arising from the 14th Five-Year Plan and the Greater Bay
Area development, the Government promulgated the Hong Kong Innovation and Technology
Development Blueprint at the end of 2022 to map out the broad development directions and
major strategies of future I&T development from the perspective of top-level planning, with a
view to charting Hong Kong in moving full steam towards the vision of an international I&T
centre.

FftdE (HUUTEE]) MRS e ARAVE A - BURFR20224E AT (& BRI
Pt ElE ) ( CAIRIERE) ) - REIHEMEIE AR 5 R AEAS 7 [H R B R g -
5 IRAE A BIEAIR LAY RS -

The Government will make good use of public resources to improve people’s livelihood. In
particular, I&T development can lead to new industries and create wealth, provide more
employment for young people and improve people’s daily lives.
BIFgEHALERANETRAEN - B BREAIRIEERACHTINEE KISV E > &
BN IUBERCE - S RAE -

Long-term challenges & HAHkER

Land supply and economic development

TR R R R

The Government has been endeavouring to provide more land and housing by way of
enhancing quantity, speed, efficiency and quality. We are determined to create the necessary
capacity and build the momentum for the development of Hong Kong in the long run.

BUGLL THe & ~ 3R - 12550 £, RJjet - RIOVEERE - Bl G &R RiEERE
ZYRRAE

The Government is taking all possible steps to spearhead land production, and we are seeing
signs of improvement in housing supply.

BUNES I midt - 5 Bt R 35 -

The Government will invest in economic development to promote a stronger, more diversified
and solid economic growth.

BUN & AR BE o8 ~ B - HEEAE RN
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Ageing population
A&t

Against the backdrop of an ageing population, Hong Kong needs sufficient quality talents for
meeting the needs of a knowledge-based economy and diversified development of industries, as
well as seizing the tremendous opportunities brought about by the development of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, the National 14th Five-Year Plan and the Belt
and Road Initiative, etc. To support the medium to long-term economic development, the
Government will continue to nurture local talents and adopt an open and proactive talent
attraction policy, while upholding priority employment of the local workforce.
FEANOZALAEE T - HERFERRWIEE AL - D& & BRI & % ToE %
BHRE  MEERRAEE R - B (TUAAREEE) 1", ERELT
A R RE RS RS - BUN G EERE A AT » WAERIER BRI ERY KA T
PREGERATEE RS I A BOR > SR & B AR Ry RIS -

In the face of an ageing population, the Government will continue to formulate cross-sectoral
policies and initiatives to cater for the needs of the elderly. At the same time, the growing elderly
population is emerging as a main consumer group, creating considerable demand for such
products and services that catered for the elderly. These products and services enhance the quality
of life for the elderly and spur industry growth and business opportunities

HH A LEEAL - BUSGEEHIETISFIRBOR i - REREFE - BILEE - Sl A
O TORCR B RE - RS UEHR A i KR TS AT AR E R - T K R S e AR
L

Climate change

RAREAE

With global climate change intensifying, it is likely that we will experience extreme weather more
often. The Government will enhance the handling capabilities in respect of early warning,
emergency preparedness, response and recovery.

ZEIRBEE(LEE - Bl KRG IBHE - M GERE - B - ESRIERU[E T
M - FrER LR RGE I HIRE ST
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GOVERNMENT'’S
PUBLIC FINANCE
STRATEGY

BURF 2~ FEE R SR
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PUBLIC FINANCE PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES /A 3tA BB B e EA]

» Article 107 of the Basic Law stipulates that “The Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region shall follow the principle of keeping expenditure within
the limits of revenues in drawing up its budget, and strive to achieve a fiscal
balance, avoid deficits and keep the budget commensurate with the growth
rate of its gross domestic product.”

(BEARE) B—ETERAE @ " EFERFITTEENMBFEEULE A B RIF
Rl TR oy - R IRTE » Mz B ASH A EE SR E R I R R A FE -

» The Government has constitutional responsibility to uphold the principle of
fiscal prudence and achieve fiscal balance over a period of time. In the long
run, the Government's target is to maintain adequate reserves.

BUFA ERIEEFEERY - F—EHEAZBUWC T - REMS @ BUTHYHE
PR HERT 7o e HUGEM -
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PUBLIC FINANCE PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES /A 3tA BB B e EA]

»We will work to preserve the competitiveness of Hong Kong’s tax
regime.

BB 4R R JIRIRRH -

»We will maintain the development and vibrancy of Hong Kong’s
economy and identify new areas of growth, with a view to
increasing revenue.

BTG RFFEARLE RIS S - WG HE RELSE S -
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PUBLIC FINANCE PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES /A 3tA BB B e EA]

»With limited financial resources, while allocating adequate
resources to what needs to be done, the Government must, by
upholding prudent fiscal policies, preserve fiscal robustness and
sustainability as well as maintain fiscal strength in order to meet
both known and unexpected needs.

ISR BGER » 16 By B TERCH 7S 2 R BN - BORFT
WVBRFAIIRT - e ECRRIE R TR, IR ECR ST o DARESS
EEIENTSE R
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Wewelcome your views\
REHER
R
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